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AROUND ICELAND

southern side of Vatnajökull. It is a rhyolite formation and was 
first climbed, as far as is known, by a Norwegian surveyor 
and Jón Árnason from Fagurhólsmýri in 1813. Öræfajökull is 
a central volcano with a caldera 12 km in area, from which 
the glacier creeps down to the lowlands. The volcano is active 
and has erupted twice in historical times, in 1362 and 1727. 
Icelandic Mountain Guides organise walks to Öræfajökull 
glacier and other nearby areas.

Öræfi. District extending across the black glacial outwash 
sands from Breiðamerkursandur to Skeiðará river, and deep 
into the glacial interior. Its flourishing farming community was 
destroyed by a catastrophic eruption beneath Öræfajökull 
glacier in 1362. At least 24 farms were abandoned after the 
eruption and the resulting flood. The landscape in Öræfi is 
majestic and vegetation is richer and more diverse than in 
most parts of the country. With no harbours, Vatnajökull 
glacier behind it and roaring glacial rivers on either side, the 
district was relatively isolated until the rivers were bridged 
in 1967 and 1974, thereby completing the Ring Road around 
Iceland.

 Vatnajökull National Park, Skaftafell. Skaftafell 
was an ancient assembly site, first mentioned in Njál’s Saga. 
Skaftafell is a masterpiece of seemingly impossible contrasts 
of nature. Towering mountains, imposing glaciers, gulches with 
clear brooks and beautiful waterfalls, birch woods, a wealth 
of wild flowers and lush vegetation. The most majestic of its 
several waterfalls is Svartifoss (“Black Falls”), plunging over a 
wall of symmetrical columnar basalt that recalls organ pipes. 
Beyond Mórsárdalur valley lies one of the largest birch forests 
in Iceland, Bæjarstaðaskógur. Some 210 higher plant species 
have been identified in Skaftafell, which is renowned for its 
frequent good weather. Excellent facilities for travellers at one 
of the country’s most popular outdoor spots.

 Skeiðará is a vast glacial river that runs out from beneath 
Skeiðarárjökull glacier and spreads out over the eastern 
Skeiðarársandur sands. The river was a major obstacle in 
centuries past, and it was not until in 1974 that a bridge across 
it was constructed and the Ring Road around Iceland opened. 
Tremendous surges come in the river every few years, carrying 

large icebergs out onto the sands. The last major glacial surge 
was in November 1996, reaching its height at a volume of 
some 45,000 cubic metres per second. The surge destroyed 
the ring road and took out a bridge over Gígjukvísl, in the 
western part of the sands. Since then, smaller surges have 
come in the river, but have not caused substantial damage. 

 Walking paths in Skaftafell. There are no roads 
in the Skaftafell area, except to the farm; marked paths lead 
from the car park by the campsite. Visitors are free to explore 
the park as they please, but are expected to follow marked 
paths where there are any. Information plaques are next to 
the paths about the vegetation, and a paved walking path 
leads up to Skaftafellsjökull glacier, allowing for easy access 
for disabled people. Park wardens now provide interesting 
guided tours, advertised in the service centre, Skaftafellsstofa.  
The centre also houses an interesting exhibition of the nature 
and life in the area. Some examples of hikes are the gully 
route to Svartifoss waterfall, which takes 2 hours, and to 
the rock Sjónarsker or to the rim of Skaftafellsjökull glacier. 
Worthwhile places to head for on longer hikes (4-8 hours) 
include Kristínartindar, the source of Skeiðará river, or the 
Bæjarstaðarskógur forest.

– In the kingdom

of Vatnajökull – Facilities

Tourist Information:  Skaftafellsstofa, Skaftafell in
Vatnajökull National Park,   478-1627,  
skaftafell@vatnajokulsthjodgardur.is
Accommodation: 780. Mountain Hut, Lónsöræfi,  568-
2533.
745. Youth Hostel Stafafell, Lón,  478-1717.
754. Brunnhóll, Mýrar  478-1029.
754. Hólmur, Mýrar,  478-1037/478-206/861-5959, 
756.  Skálafell,  Suðursveit,  478-1041, 
756. Smyrlabjörg, Suðursveit,  478-1074. 
757. Youth Hostel Vagnsstaðir, Suðursveit,  478-1567/1048.
759. Travel Service, Lækjarhús, Suðursveit, 
 478-1517, laekjarhus@simnet.is

760. Hrolllaugsstaðir/Gerði, Suðursveit, 
 478-1057/1905/846-0641, bjornborg@centrum.is
761. Brunnavellir, Suðursveit,  478-1055/1056.
763. Guesthouse Hali, Suðursveit,  478-1073/867-2900. 
hali@hali.is
770. Litla-Hof, Öræfi,  478-1670.
771. Hof, Frost og funi, Öræfi,   478-2260.
771. Vesturhús, Hof, Öræfi,  857-2235,
vesturhus@vortex.is	
775. Fosshotel Skaftafell, Öræfi ,  478-1945.
bokun@fosshotel.is     www.fosshotel.is
776. Bölti, Öræfi ,  478-1626.
Camping Sites: 745. Stafafell in Lón,  478-1717.
760. Hrolllaugsstaðir/Gerði,  478-1057/1905.
772. Svínafell, Öræfi,  478-1765.
775. Freysnes, Öræfi,  478-1945.
776. Skaftafell, Öræfi,  478-1627.
Restaurants: Smyrlabjörg, Suðursveit,  478-1074. 
Hrolllaugsstaðir/Gerði,  478-1057/1905.
Þórbergssetur, Hali,  478-1078/867-2900.
Jöklasel, Vatnajökull,  478-1000. 
Jökulsárlón,  478-2122. 
Fosshótel Skaftafell,  478-1945. 
Restaurant and shop Skaftafell, in the National Park, 
 478-2288. 
Swimming Pool: 772. Flosalaug,  478-1765.
For Motorists: Filling station, Skaftafell,  478-2242.
Museum/Exhibition: 
Þórbergssetur, Hali, Suðursveit,   478-1078/867-2900.
The wondrous world of author Þórbergur Þórðarson.
Open June 1-Sep. 15 from 9-21 and Sep. 16-May 31 from 
12-17.
The Service Centre-Gestastofan in
Skaftafell,  478-1627, open May 2 - Sept. 30, 
Vatnajökull Exhibition, nature, history, culture, video. 
Exhibition on the eruption in Vatnajökull in 1996.
Places of Interest and Hikes: 
Stafafell,  478-1717, hikes around Lónsöræfi. 
Cruises on Jökulsárlón, Breiðamerkursandur,  478-2222/
851-1822, jokulsarlon@jokulsarlon.is  www.jokulsarlon.is 
Guided hikes from Service Centre, Skaftafell,  478-1627. 
Icelandic Mountainguides,  894-2959, guided glacier hikes 
in June,July and August,   www.mountainguide.is
Daily tours exept Sun. to Ingólfshöfði on tractor and 
haycart, in June-Aug.  899-6488, and hiking tours on 
Vatnajökull. 
Kynninsferðir,   562-1011, twice daily (June 15-Sept.9) 
from Skaftafell to Jökulsárlón.
Daily tours (July 1-Aug. 31) from Skaftafell to Lakagígar.
Daily tours (June 15-Sept.9) to Eldgjá and Landmannalaugar.
Staðarfjall í Suðursveit, once home to distinguished author 
Þórbergur Þórðarson (1889-1974). Marked walking trails 
from reforestation area beneath the mountain to Klukkugil.
Events: June, Midsummer bonfire in Skaftafell National Park.
August:  Fireworks at Jökulsárlón.

Vesturhús
Hofi Öræfasveit

Sleeping bag accommodation

Tel. 857 2235
e.mail: vesturhus@vortex.is

Cruises on the glacial lagoon at the root of Vatnajökull Europe´s biggest glacier. 
A unique scenicadventure with outstanding photographic opportunities.

Open daily from May 15th to Sept. 15th from 9am-19pm exept May and Sept open 10am-17pm.
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Glacier Adventures

Glacier Walk

Ice Climbing

Iceland’s Highest Summit

Vatnajökull National Park

mountainguides.is 
Information and booking: 
Visitor Center Skaftafell
Tel: +354 894 2959 / 478 2559 
Reykjavík office: +354 587 9999




