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Hospital: by Spítalastígur,  455-4000.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Hólavegur 16,  453-5700.
State Alcohol Store: Smáragrund 2,  453-5990.
Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Kaupþing, Skagfirðingabraut and in 
Skagfirðingabúð, ATMs,  453-5300,  	
Landsbankinn, Suðurgötu 1,  410-4161, ATM. 
Sparisjóður Skagafjarðar, Skagfirðingabraut 9a, 
 455-5555.
Post Office: Kirkjutorg 5,  453-5100.
Museums/Exhibitions:
Skagafjörður District Archives, Faxatorg, 
 452-6640, www.skagafjordur.is/skjalasafn
Skagafjörður District Library,  Faxatorg,  
 453-5424, www.skagafjordur.is/bokasafn
www.skagafjordur.is/skjalasafn  

Skagafjörður District Art Museum, Faxatorg,  453-6640. 
Minjahúsið, Aðalgata 16b,  453-6870,  regional museum.
Eldsmiðja Ingimundar blacksmith´s shop), 
Suðurgata 5,  453-5020. 
Places of Interest and Hiking: 
Cruises to Drangey rockstacks and Glerhallavík cove on a 
boat from Sauðárkrókur or Reykir, information at Fagranes,
 453-6503/846-8150/852-9003. 
Málmeyjarferðir,  453-7380/892-2881.
Marked hiking trails.
Transportation: Flugfélagið Ernir,  453-6888/562-4200, 
Alexander Airport, scheduled flight service Reykjavík-
Sauðárkrókur,  www.ernir.is
Hópferðamiðstöðin,  587-6000, Scheduled coach service,
Siglufjörður-Varmahlíð-Reykjavík-Akureyri, www.trex.is
Events: April 26 - May 3, Week of Culture in Skagafjörður. 
Further information at www.skagafjordur.is

- hólar in hjaltadalur -
Hólar is one of Iceland’s best-known historical sites. It was 
the seat of the Bishop from 1106-1801, as well as the main 
regional centre during that period. The current cathedral 
at Hólar was consecrated in 1763, and has since been 
restored to its original state. It is made of red sandstone 
that was transported from Hólabyrði above the town. A turf 
farmhouse dates from 1854, and was still occupied until the 
middle of the 20th century. An agricultural school has been 
operated at Hólar since 1882. The school’s focus has changed 
over time and it is now an institution of higher learning. The 
Hólar University College specialises in tourism studies, horse 
breeding and riding, as well as aquaculture and fish biology. 
Archaeological excavation has been underway at Hólar in 
recent years and over 40,000 objects have been discovered. 
Some of them are exhibited in the old school building.  Visitors 

can take a ”walk through history” on a marked trail, and visit 
an exhibition relating to the Icelandic horse. Population 115.

 Hólar in Hjaltadalur. A path marked with signposts has 
been set up at the ancient Episcopal see of Hólar in Hjaltadalur. 
Each of the 14 signposts is numbered, referring to a descriptive 
text in the tour-booklet. This historical tour takes an hour at an 
easy pace. The tour can be extended by going half-way up the 
slopes of Mt. Hólabyrði from Prestssæti (the Priest’s seat, signpost 
no. 11), which takes an hour or two, for a look at a natural bowl 
deposited by an avalanche. It is called Gvendarskál (Gvendur’s 
Bowl) and inside it stands a rock known as Gvendur’s Altar. Both 
are associated with 12th century Bishop Guðmundur Arason 
the Good (1160-1237), nicknamed Gvendur, who became a kind 
of vagrant leading a band of followers. The outline of an ancient 
wall can clearly be seen in the boulders below the bowl, said to 
be where the bishop walked when heavy snow filled the valley. 
Many ancient paths lead from Hjaltadalur and nearby valleys 
over the Tröllaskagi massif into the neighbouring Eyjafjörður, but 
hikers should note that they are all rather long, and some have 
difficult terrain.

Facilities in Hjaltadalur

Local Tourist Information:
 455-6333, fax 455-6301, tourist@holar.is  www.holar.is
Accommodation: 570. Hólar Travel Service, summer
houses, flats and accommodation in the old school building, 
 455-6333, tourist@holar.is  www.holar.is
Camping Site: 
570. In Hólaskógur, the reforestation area,  455-6333.
Snack Bar: Undir Byrðunni,  455-6333.
Leisure and Sport: 
Swimming pool, hot pot and sauna, angling pond 
and horse rental, further information,  455-6333.
Handicrafts: 
Souvenir shop in information center in Summer.
Museums/Exhibitions:
The Iceland horse heritage museum,  455-6300, the 
museum is designed to be an international centre of 
knowledge and information about the history of the Iceland 
horse, www.sogusetur.is
Guðbrandsstofnun,  453-6300/455-6300,
www.holar.is/gudbrandsstofnun
Places of Interest and Hiking: Hólar church, 
guided tour 9-17,  455-6333. Services all Sundays at 11. 
History Walk, marked hiking trail. Local guiding. The Hólar 
Excavation – archaeological excavation at Hólar.  At Hólar, 
the ground stores great relics of Icelandic ecclesiastical 
and national history. Tourists can observe the excavation 
and scholars explain the research. 
Events: August 7-9, concerts in the Hólar cathedral,
family outings, trout buffet, family reunions, conferences, 
“ghost walk”, various fun events.
See Calendar of Events at www.holar.is or in Info Centre.
 

- hofsós -
Hofsós is a small village on the eastern shore of Skagafjörður 
fjord. At one time it was the region’s main trading centre, and 
is one of the oldest still existing. Pakkhúsið in Hofsós is an 
old warehouse from the days of the Danish trade monopoly 
that has been restored and now houses the Skagafjörður 
Regional Folk Museum. It is believed that trading began there 

in the 16th century. In addition, a local museum, The Icelandic 
Emigration Centre, has been opened where the emigration of 
Icelanders to North America is recounted. There you’ll find 
various exhibitions connected to the migration of Icelanders 
to America and their way of living on the new continent. 
The old centre of Hofsós is being rebuilt and has regained 
the charm of an old bustling commercial community and is 
definitely worth a closer look. The shoreline at Hofsós is 
also well worth exploring, particularly because of the very 
beautiful columnar basalt formations. Population 183.

Gröf. Farm on Höfðaströnd, just south of Hofsós, 
birthplace of Hallgrímur Pétursson (1614-1674), Iceland’s 
most celebrated religious poet. The small turf church there 
contains remnants of the oldest place of worship in the 
country.

Facilities in Hofsós

Police: at Sauðárkrókur  453-6666. Emergency: 112 
Accommodation: Prestabakki, Kárastígur, 
Gh. Sunnuberg,  453-7310/893-0220. 
www.hofsos.is  gisting@hofsos.is
Camping Site: By the primary school,  453-7367. 
Restaurants/Snack Bars: Sólvík,  453-7930.
Sigtún, Suðurbraut,  453-7393.
Health Care Centre: Suðurbraut 15,  453-7354.
For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Bank: Kaupþing,  453-7400.
Local Handicrafts: Sólvík,  453-7930.
The Icelandic Emigration Center,  453-7935.
The Icelandic Flag-sewing Factory,  453-7366.
The handicrafts group Fléttan,  453-7422.
Museums/Exhibitions: 
The Icelandic Emigration Center in Hofós,  453-7935, 
fax 453-7936.  The office is open all year at regular office
hours. The exhibitions are open daily June 1 – Sep 1 11-18, 
at other times by arrangement. The Icelandic Emigration 
Center houses a genealogical and information service, 
a library and exhibitions on Icelandic emigration to 
North America, hofsos@hofsos.is  www.hofsos.is   
Kolkuós ses, www.kolkuos.is
Events:  June, Mid Summer Festival
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The Icelandic Emigration 
Center in Hofsos
Attractive and hospitable exhibits in three 
imposing buildings by the harbor.
The exhibits trace the history of 
Icelanders’ emigration to North America.
Tel: 453 7935 - hofsos@hofsos.is - www.hofsos.is
Open every day from june 1 to September 1
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